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Advantus Policy Prohibiting Undue Influence over Third Party Laboratories
It is unacceptable for Advantus employees to exercise undue influence over third party product testing laboratories in inducing a laboratory and/or its individual employee(s) to hide, withhold, misrepresent, falsify, or withhold test results.  Parties who aggressively initiate a transaction, insulate a relationship from outside supervision, or discourage a weaker party from seeking independent advice may be attempting to exercise undue influence.  Exercise of undue influence is characterized often by excessive insistence, superiority of physical power, mind, or will, or pressure applied due to authority, position, or relationship in relation to the strength of the person submitting to it.  
Such behavior will not be tolerated at Advantus and may result in immediate termination.  Reports of potential undue influence should be directed to the Advantus HR department and will be investigated by the Director of Product Development.  Additionally, confidential reports of undue influence may be made directly to the Consumer Product Safety Commission.
Acknowledgement
I received training on exercising undue influence on third-party laboratories and understand the following:
· Exercising undue influence on third-party laboratories is unacceptable.
· Any attempt to hide or exert undue influence over test results must be reported to the Consumer Product Safety Council (CPSC).
· Allegations of undue influence may be confidentially reported to the CPSC.
· Confidential reports of undue influence may be made to the CPSC by: 
· Phone: (301) 504-7923 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. ET
· E-mail: Please use the contact form at http://www.cpsc.gov/cgibin/info.aspx
· Toll-free Consumer Hotline:
· Phone: (800) 638-2772 TTY (301) 595-7054
· Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; messages can be left anytime.

__________________________________
Signature
__________________________________
Name
__________________________________
Date
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